The Purpose of Pentecost

I. Understanding the Purpose of the Holy Spirit in Our Lives

e As believers in Christ, do we really understand what God intends to accomplish in our lives by baptizing us in the
Holy Spirit?

e Jesus promised the gift of the Holy Spirit and described Him as a Helper, Comforter, Guide, or Teacher.

e The Holy Spirit is Not a Dictator

o He does not override your will; He never forces you to do anything contrary to your own will or choice.
A. The Holy Spirit Is Gracious

e The Holy Spirit is gracious, and He relates to us through undeserved kindness.

e The Holy Spirit does not force Himself into our lives. He is not harsh, controlling, or manipulative. He comes as a

welcome guest, not an invader. His work in us is always marked by gentleness, patience, and love.

e The Holy Spirit respects our will. He invites — He does not impose.

e He values the relationship with us over rule.

e He works through love, not pressure.

o The Holy Spirit is gracious: He brings freedom, not bondage. He replaces fear with belonging. He gives us
adoption, not slavery. He makes God personal — not distant.

o 2 Corinthians 3:17 (AMP) Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty

[emancipation from bondage, true freedom].

o Romans 8:15 (AMP) For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading again to fear [of God’s

judgment], but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons... by which we cry, Abba! Father!

B. Measure, Cooperation, and Responsibility

e Measure of the Holy Spirit
o Does God give each of us a different measure of the Holy Spirit?

o The degree to which the Holy Spirit directs your life is determined by your voluntary submission and

acceptance of His direction.

o John 3:34 — "For God does not give the Spirit by measure."

o Acts 1:4-5 — "While being together and eating with them, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem,

but to wait for what the Father had promised, ‘Of which,” He said, ‘you have heard Me speak. For John




o

baptized with water, but you will be baptized and empowered and united with the Holy Spirit, not long

from now.”"
Acts 2:1-4 — When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And
suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house

where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each

of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit

gave them utterance.

Observation: The Holy Spirit filled the whole house and rested on each one individually.

e Cooperation with the Holy Spirit

o

How many believe that the infilling of the Holy Spirit means automatic, total control of their lives—
without any continued yielding or cooperation on their part?

A relationship with the Holy Spirit is a two-way relationship (you and the Holy Spirit united).

Cooperation with the Holy Spirit is necessary even after receiving the initial baptism in the Holy Spirit.
The infilling of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues is not the end of the journey.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the gateway leading to a new realm of living. It is our responsibility to

press forward with faith and determination, discovering for ourselves the wonderful possibilities of the

supernatural realm.
If we fail to recognize and apply this truth about our responsibility in our relationship with the Holy
Spirit, we will experience very little of the benefits or blessings God intended for us through the baptism

of the Holy Spirit.

e Total Provision in Christ

o

Do you want to utilize God’s total provision in every area of your being, and in every aspect of your walk
with Christ?

2 Corinthians 9:8 — "And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you always having all

sufficiency in all things, have abundance for every good work."

2 Peter 1:3 — "His divine power has given to us all that pertain to life and godliness, through the

knowledge of him who called us by glory and virtue."
God'’s grace (salvation) and power (Holy Spirit), combined through the knowledge of Jesus Christ, have
already made complete provision for every need we have.

One part of God’s provision is not a substitute for any other part. God never intended for us to be in this

state, and this is why many are not walking in total provision.

e Baptism of the Holy Spirit and Christian Responsibility

o

While we may desire the fullness of victorious and fruitful Christian living, the baptism in the Holy Spirit

is the greatest help God provides. Yet it cannot replace other essential aspects of Christ’s life and our

responsibilities as believers.




o The baptism in the Spirit is not a substitute for consistent personal Bible study, a life of daily

consecration and self-denial, or faithful involvement in a local church.

o Example: Read Mr. A and Mr. B watering a garden (Foundational Truths for Christian Living by Derek
Prince).
o The baptism in the Holy Spirit produces its full blessing when we actively live for Christ and serve others,

while also embracing everything else God has provided for us as believers.

Il. Baptism of the Holy Spirit & Spiritual Conflict

The baptism in the Spirit opens the door to new spiritual blessings, but it also introduces a new realm of spiritual
conflict.

Increased spiritual power from God naturally brings increased opposition. As believers step into a deeper realm

of supernatural life and service, they also face stronger spiritual attacks.

Example: Jesus in the Wilderness

Right after Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit at His baptism, He was led into confrontation with Satan in the
wilderness (Luke 4:1-2).

Jesus overcame Satan and returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee (Luke 4:14).

He entered the wilderness filled with the Spirit but came out in the power of the Spirit! This represents a higher

level of spiritual experience.

The full power of the Holy Spirit was now freely at His disposal for use in His God-appointed ministry.

Jesus met and overcame Satan face to face, using one weapon: “the sword of the Spirit,” which is the word of
God.

God'’s purpose: the fullness of the Holy Spirit joined with the regular, effective use of God’s Word - Word +

Spirit = Power & Victory (overcoming faith).

lll. Power, Glory, and the Supernatural

A. Power to be a Witness

The Holy Spirit gives power when we receive it and causes us to be witnesses to Christ.

Scripture: Acts 1:8 — "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you: and you shall be

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

On the day of Pentecost, 3,000 people became believers in Christ, were baptized, and added to the church. This

was a dramatic shift in the disciples' impact in the region. Why the dramatic shift? It was the adding of divine

power to authority!



e (Read Acts 4:31-33, Acts 5:28)
e After the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, they saw revival, riots, and sometimes both at the same time.

o This illustrates that Spirit-filled ministry provokes strong reactions—both positive (revival, conversions)

and negative (opposition, riots).

o It shows that the power of the Holy Spirit is not neutral; it transforms society and challenges existing

structures.

o Acts 4 and 5 provide examples where the disciples’ boldness caused amazement among many,

confrontation with authorities, and yet widespread spiritual growth.

B. Glorification of Christ

e The baptism in the Holy Spirit served as direct, personal evidence for each disciple that their risen Lord was now
glorified and seated at the Father’s right hand (Acts 2:33).

e Scripture: John 16:14-15 — "He will glorify Me for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things
that the Father has are Mine. Therefore, | said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you."

e The glory of Christ and the ministry of the Holy Spirit are inseparably linked together.

C. Gateway to the Supernatural

e The early church lived in the supernatural. When we read the book of Acts, we see that the supernatural was

normal.
o People were healed.
o Demons were cast out.
o Prophecies were given.
o Prison doors were opened.
o The Holy Spirit spoke and directed believers.

e The power of the Holy Spirit is what gave the early church boldness, unity, and effectiveness.

e The life of the early church was permeated by the supernatural; without it, the book of Acts would lack both

meaning and unity.

e Scripture: Acts 19:11 — “God did extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul.”

o Notice it says extraordinary miracles:
=  God’s power was actively working.
= Miracles were not rare.

= The Holy Spirit confirmed the gospel with power.

e The Holy Spirit makes Christianity an experience, not just a belief.



D. Spirit-Empowered Prayer & Daily Guidance

e Prayeris meant to be a continual, Spirit-led activity in the believer’s life.

e The Holy Spirit helps us when we are weak in prayer, even praying for us when we do not know what to say.

Believers are to pray at all times in the Spirit, staying alert and persistent, and praying for one another.

e constant attitude of prayer and not resisting or suppressing the work of the Holy Spirit.
e Scriptures:

o Romans 8:26-27 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to

pray for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And He who searches our

hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people according to the will of

God.

o Ephesians 6:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in

mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.

o 1Thessalonians 5:17-19 Pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God'’s will for

you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit.

e The Holy Spirit dwelling in the believer corresponds to the fire that was kindled on the altar of the tabernacle in

the Old Testament. God ordained this fire to burn continually and never go out (Lev. 6:13).

e When we yield to the Holy Spirit and do not quench Him, a continual fire of supernatural prayer and worship
burns within us.
e The Holy Spirit’s Daily Guidance
o The mistake many people make:
=  Make their own plans, move ahead quickly, then ask God to bless what they already decided.

=  But true guidance means: Seeking the Spirit first, waiting for His direction, being willing to

change our plans.

e The Spirit Guides Both Direction and Timing
o Example 1 - Closed Door
= |n Acts 16, Paul wanted to preach in Asia. But the Holy Spirit stopped him. Instead, God
redirected him to Europe (Macedonia).
This led to the gospel spreading into a whole new region.

=  The lesson: Sometimes “no” does not mean “never.” It may mean “not now.”

o Example 2 —The Right Time
= |n Acts 19, Paul later returned to Ephesus in Asia. This time: The door was open, and the Spirit
moved powerfully. A major revival took place.

= The place was the same (Asia). The timing was different.



e The Spirit Governs Mission Strategy

o The Holy Spirit not only shows us the right thing to do. He also shows when to act, when to wait, when

to move on, and when to return.

o God’s will is not just about location — it is about timing and season.

o Right action + wrong timing = frustration.

Right action + right timing = fruitfulness.

E. Impartation of Life, Health, and Love

e The Holy Spirit imparts resurrection life now, and strengthens even our physical bodies, pouring God’s love into

our hearts.

e The Christian life is not just about surviving; it is about living with the life, power, and love of God flowing
through us.

e Read scriptures: Romans 1:4, 8:11, 2 Corinthians 4:14, John 10:10, 2 Corinthians 4:8-11, Romans 5:5.

IV. Under the Spirit’s Lordship in the Congregation & The Lamp on the Lampstand

A. Under the Spirit's Lordship

e 2 Corinthians 3:17: “"Now the Lord is Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty."

e A congregation experiences true liberty to the extent that its members acknowledge and submit to the lordship

of the Holy Spirit.

e Where the Spirit is truly Lord in the church, there is liberty—not disorder, but freedom in harmony with God'’s
purposes.

e Many misunderstand spiritual liberty as freedom from all order or discipline. True spiritual freedom exists
alongside spiritual government—the Spirit’s guiding and shaping presence in the church.

e A Spirit-baptized congregation must both welcome the Holy Spirit’s work and respect His authority, allowing Him

to guide times of prayer, worship, prophecy, and every part of corporate life. This enables the body of Christ to

function as God intends.

e 1 Corinthians 12:7: "But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all.”

B. The Lamp on the Lampstand

e Supernatural gifts or manifestations of the Holy Spirit are not primarily for individual benefit but flow through
the believer to the church. (1 Corinthians 12)
o Gift of wisdom, knowledge. Faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, various kinds of

tongues, and interpretation of tongues.



e Alampstand symbolizes a church or congregation:

o Matthew 5:15 — "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives

light to all who are in the house."

o Revelation 1:20 — References the seven lampstands as seven churches.
o The lighted lamp symbolizes the Spirit-baptized believer, made to shine by the fire of the indwelling
Spirit.

o Just as a lamp belongs on a lampstand, Spirit-filled believers are meant to take their place openly in the

fellowship of the church, allowing the Spirit’s power to shine through.

e A Spirit-filled believer who does not exercise spiritual gifts in the congregation is like a lamp under a basket—

failing to fulfill God’s purpose. God did not give gifts to be buried or ignored. He gave them to be used.

e When the presence and power of the Holy Spirit are publicly expressed through each believer, the
congregation’s life and worship are transformed.

o 1Peter 4:10-11 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the

manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him

do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

o Read Romans 12:3-8 — stresses the interdependence of members and the use of gifts

V. Exercise of Spiritual Gifts & Congregational Responsibility

e We are to pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy (1 Corinthians 14:1).

e When spiritual gifts are not operating, it is often due to believers’ ignorance, carelessness, or unbelief—not God

withholding them.

e Itis God’s will for all members of the church to exercise speaking in tongues and prophecy (1 Corinthians 14:5).

e Paul instructs orderly exercise of prophecy: believers prophesy by turns, one at a time, to avoid confusion.
Prophecy is to be tested by Spirit-baptized believers (1 Thessalonians 5:19).

e Believers must not quench the Spirit or reject manifestations of the Holy Spirit.

e To despise prophecy or treat it with criticism, contempt, or unbelief is wrong.

e We need alertness and watchfulness to prevent chaos when spiritual gifts are exercised.

e Let's shift the mindset in our congregational gatherings: come not only to receive, but to contribute.

e The New Testament church ministered to one another collectively, not limited to a few members.
VI. Holy Spirit Brings Conviction of External Issues

e Ministries under the full authority of the Holy Spirit convict the world concerning sin, righteousness, and

judgment (John 16:8).



e Any religious activity without the Spirit’s movement can become deadening, giving false security and hardening

hearts.
e Many churches may produce people with a form of godliness, yet deny its power (2 Timothy 3:1-5).

e Much of modern culture experiences religion but lacks the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.

VII. Wielding the Spirit’s Sword & Mass Evangelism

e On Pentecost, the 120 believers in the upper room did not see a large harvest initially. After being filled with the
Holy Spirit, Peter preached to thousands.

e Acts 2:37: Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles,

‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?

e The “cutting to the heart” was the Spirit’s work (John 16:8).

e By the end of the day, 3,000 repented, acknowledged Jesus as Lord, and were baptized.

e These results came not only through supernatural manifestation but also through preaching God’s Word in the

Spirit’s power.

¢  Would mass conversions happen with only supernatural manifestations and not the Word? No. The Word

empowered by the Spirit, pierces hearts and leaves no room for neutrality.

VIIl. Accompanying Signs in Jesus’ Name

e Mark 16:17-18 - Five supernatural signs accompany the preaching of the gospel:
1. Casting out demons in Jesus Name
2. Speaking in new tongues
3. They will have protection from harm caused by snakes: Snakes in the Bible often represent evil,
deception, or Satanic forces (e.g., Genesis 3, Numbers 21:6—9). Immunity to snakebites symbolizes that a
believer is protected in the midst of spiritual attacks and snares when walking in obedience and Spirit-
filled power.
4. They will not be harmed by poison in food or drink
5. Healing the sick by laying on hands in Jesus’ name
e These signs are for all believers, not just apostles.
e Mark 16:19-20: After speaking to the disciples, Jesus ascended, and they preached everywhere, with the Lord

confirming the Word through signs.

e Supernatural revelation demands supernatural confirmation (Leviticus 9:24, 2 Chronicles 7:1, 1 Kings 18:39).

e Intellectual learning cannot substitute for the Spirit’s supernatural testimony.

e Paul set aside human wisdom and eloquence to rely on the Spirit:



1. 1 Corinthians 2:1-5: "I came to you not proclaiming with lofty speech or wisdom, but in demonstration of

the Spirit and of power, that your faith might not rest in human wisdom but in God’s power."

Closing Statement: Pentecost empowered believers with the Holy Spirit to live Spirit-filled, victorious lives. He brings

freedom, love, and guidance, equips us with gifts for the church, and glorifies Christ through our witness. Spirit-filled

living opens the door to boldness, supernatural power, and effective ministry. In essence, Pentecost shows God’s desire

for His people to impact the world with His Word, love, and power.

Homework Assignment: Read over notes and read all scripture referenced in the teaching. Complete the
self-reflection questions.

Purpose of Pentecost — Self-Reflection Questions

1. In what areas of my life am | still relying on my own strength instead of the power of the Holy Spirit?

2. What does practical cooperation with the Holy Spirit look like for me right now, and where am |
resisting His leading?

3. Dol value both the Word of God and the work of the Holy Spirit, or do | tend to emphasize one while
neglecting the other?

4. How is the Holy Spirit using my life to build up others in the body of Christ?



5. Where has fear, comfort, or passivity limited my witness, and how might the Holy Spirit empower me
to overcome it?

6. What responsibility or step of obedience is the Holy Spirit currently asking me to embrace?

7. If [ fully lived out the purpose of Pentecost, what would need to change in how | pray, decide, or serve?



