Equip Class - Activating Spiritual Gifts

What Are Spiritual Gifts?

Definition:
Spiritual gifts are special abilities given by the Holy Spirit to believers to work in, with, and
through them for:

e The edification of the Church

e The glorification of God

1 Corinthians 12:7 (NKJV)

“But the manifestation of the Spiritis given to each one for the profit of all.”

Every believer has been given gifts, and they are meant to benefit others—not just
yourself.

These gifts are enhanced when we spend more time with Him in relationship growing our
faith in preparation to use them correctly.

The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 (AMP)

“Now there are [distinctive] varieties of spiritual gifts, but it is the same Spirit.

And there are [distinctive] varieties of ministries, but the same Lord.

And there are [distinctive] ways of working, but it is the same God who produces all things
in all believers.

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”
e Same Spirit > different gifts
e Same Lord - different roles
o Same God - different results

Al gifts work together for one purpose: building up the Body of Christ

Examples of Spiritual Gifts in this passage
1 Corinthians 12:8-11 (AMP)

e Tooneis given the word of wisdom
e to another the word of knowledge



e to another faith

e to another gifts of healings

e to another the working of miracles

e toanother prophecy

e to another discernment of spirits

e to anothervarious kinds of tongues

e and to another interpretation of tongues

“All these are brought about by one and the same Spirit, distributing to each one
individually just as He chooses.”

We Are One Body

1 Corinthians 12:27 (AMP)

“Now you [collectively] are Christ’s body, and individually [you are] members of it.
e Every part matters
e Nooneisinsignificant
e We need each other to function effectively

»

He continues the list of gifts in verse 28 by saying,

“So God has appointed and placed in the church [for His own use]:
e first apostles [chosen by Christ],
e second prophets [those who foretell the future, those who speak a new message
from God to the people],
e third teachers,
e thenthose who work miracles,
e thenthose with the gifts of healings,
e the helpers,
e the administrators,
e and speakers in various kinds of [unknown] tongues

1 Corinthians 12:31 (AMP)
“But earnestly desire and strive for the greater [if acquiring them is going to be your goal].
And yet | show you a more excellent way.”

He is saying here, to strive after these giftings ... and you definitely should.

To Earnestly desire means to:
e Be zealous
e Burn with passion
e Pursue intentionally



And, ... Paul tells us in this same verse:

“And yet | will show you a still more excellent way [one of the choicest graces and the
highest of them all: unselfish love].”

So, strive for ALL the gifts, but over everything you could want to do “in” and “with” these
gifts, the greatest of ALL gifts to truly strive for, is the “gifting to love” ... like the most pure
and absolute “Love” that comes straight from the heart of God, because He IS Love!

This only comes by close association and relation with “Love Himself”.

The More Excellent Way: LOVE

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (AMP)
“If | speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love... | have become only a
noisy gong...

If | have the gift of prophecy... and have all faith... but do not have love, | am nothing...
If 1 give all my possessions... but do not have love, it does me no good at all.”

Here we see as proof, that the gifts are given to all those who believe and all who believe
can utilize them, but if the Love or Relationship with the Father is not real, and evident, and
being applied through the leading of Holy Spirit because of that love, it means absolutely
nothing and is a distracting and even sometimes painful noise that will not accomplish
anything and will wither away.

e Gifts without love = powerless
e Love is the foundation of all gifts

1 Corinthians 13:13

And now there remain: faith [abiding trust in God and His promises], hope [confident
expectation of eternal salvation], love [unselfish love for others growing out of God’s love
for me], these three [the choicest graces]; but the greatest of these is love.

We first must come to God through the saving knowledge, true belief, and complete
submission of our life to Jesus as Lord because of His dying as a sacrifice for our sins.

Once we do this, we have become a new creation. He then gives us His Spirit and His Spirit
hands out these Spiritual gifts in that moment, and also as we strive after, and abide in the
“Love” Paulis urging us to seek here.


https://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/13-13.htm

What Love Looks Like

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (AMP)

“Love endures with patience and serenity, love is kind...

itis not jealous... does not brag... is not proud...

itis notrude... not self-seeking...

it does not take into account a wrong endured...

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”
1 Corinthians 13:8 (AMP)

“Love never fails.”

What Remains Most Important
1 Corinthians 13:13 (AMP)
“And now there remain: faith, hope, love... but the greatest of these is love.”

We pursue gifts—but we prioritize love above all

If we miss the Love piece ... we miss it all!

Types of Spiritual Gifts

Say Something Gifts

e Tongues
e Interpretation
e Prophecy

Know Something Gifts
e Word of wisdom
e Word of knowledge
e Discernment

Do Something Gifts

° Faith

e Healing

e Miracles
Serving Gifts

e Helps

e Hospitality
e Administration



Five-Fold Ministry (Leadership Gifts)

Ephesians 4:11-12 (NKJV)

“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ.”

Use Your Gifts to Serve Others

1 Peter 4:10-11 (AMP)

“Just as each one of you has received a special gift... use it to serve one another as good
stewards of God’s multifaceted grace...

so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”

How Do | Identify My Gifts?

1. Pray and Study (James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom [to guide him through a
decision or circumstance], he is to ask of [our benevolent] God, who gives to everyone
generously.)
o Askfor guidance: Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal your gifts and guide you in using
them.
e Study scripture: Research the gifts mentioned in the Bible, particularly in Romans
12, 1 Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4.
o As | study how gifts operate in the Bible, do any resonate in my soul?
2. Reflect and Evaluate
o Identify passions: Consider what activities bring you joy, fulfillment, and a sense of
purpose.
e Recognize abilities: Reflect on what comes naturally to you, such as teaching,
encouraging, giving, or organizing.
e Look around you: Pay attention to needs in the community or church that deeply
concern you and motivate you to act.
3. Try Different Services (Experiment)
« Test your gifts: Put yourself in different, practical ministry situations to see where
you are effective.
o Ask key questions: While serving, ask yourself: Do | enjoy this? Do | find this easier
than | expected? Would | do this again?
e Look forimpact: Pay attention to situations where your actions have positive
results, (fruit) as these can indicate your unique gift in action.



4. Seek Affirmation from trusted believers
¢ Askothers: Talk to close friends, spiritual mentors, or church leaders about what
gifts they see in you.
o Getfeedback: Others can often identify your strengths and the positive impact you
have on them, which may be hidden to you.
5. Use Assessment Tools
o Take atest: Online spiritual gift assessments can help you evaluate your natural
spiritual inclinations and potential gifts.

Remember, identifying your spiritual gifts is a lifelong, unfolding process. While some gifts
may be evident immediately, others are discovered over time and remember also, that itis
He who gives them to you.

1 Corinthians 4:7

"For who regards you as superior or what sets you apart as special? What do you have that
you did not receive [from another]? And if in fact you received it, why do you boast as if you
had not received it [but had gained it by your own effort]?"

e You have been given spiritual gifts

e They are meant to be activated

o They grow through relationship with God
¢ You are meant to stay humble in them

e They must be rooted in love

How Do | Activate My Spiritual Gifts?
1. Believe

Joel 2:28 (AMP)
“l will pour out My Spirit on all mankind;
your sons and daughters will prophesy...”

Mark 16:17 (AMP)
“These signs will accompany those who have believed...”

John 14:12 (NASB)
“The one who believes in Me... the works that | do, he will do also; and greater works...”
You must believe the gifts are still active today.

We must actually believe in them and that they are irrevocable. If we think spiritual gifts
aren't still around for us today, we're basically denying the faith we claim to have.



2. Be Tuned in to the Holy Spirit and the heart of the Father by abiding
e Spend time with Him
e Learn Hisvoice
e Respond to His leading

Things like sensitivity, desire, cultivating your gift, learning, understanding, and more of
something comes through relationship.

1 Corinthians 14 Talks about the Proper use of some Spiritual Gifts and even in the
beginning it talks about “Pursue [This] love [with eagerness, make it your goal] yet
earnestly desire and cultivate the Spiritual Gifts [to be used by believers for the benefit of
the church] .......

We should get to know Him better, which involves spending time together. As we build this
relationship, we start to recognize His voice and nudges. We then move from just knowing
about Holy Spirit to really tuning in to Him, responding to His guidance, and ultimately
understanding Him.

Peter could not have preached the sermon that saved 3,000 souls if he had not been tuned
in to the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2)

Peter and John could not have healed the lame man at the gate called “Beautiful” if they
had not been tuned in to the Holy Spirit. (Acts 3)

Peter could not have ministered to Cornelius’ family, introducing the gospel message to the
Gentiles, if he wasn’t tuned in to Holy Spirit (Acts 10)

Paul could not have discerned the spirit of divination in the slave girl and cast it out if he
had not been tuned in to Holy Spirit. (Acts 16)

3. Be Available and say yes to God
e Anytime
e Anywhere
¢ However

Romans 12:6-8

We have different gifts according to the grace given us. If one’s gift is prophecy, let him use
itin proportion to his faith; if it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is
encouraging, let him encourage; if it is giving, let him give generously; if it is leading, let him
lead with diligence; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.



4. Practice & Grow

2 Timothy 1:6 (NKJV)
“Stir up the gift of God whichis inyou...”
Gifts grow through use, not just knowledge.

5. Serve Others
Use your gifts to serve others because that is what God designed you to do for His glory and
remember as you use them you also are being ministered to in a greater capacity.

1 Corinthians 14:12 (AMP)
“Since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to excel in ways that will build up the church.”
The goal is always edification, not attention

Guardrails for Using Gifts
e Stayrooted in Scripture
o Stay willing
e Stay humble
e Stayaccountable
e Stayin love with “Love Himself”
o Stay led by Holy Spirit with the heart of “Love Himself”

Embracing Your God-Given Gifts

Spiritual gifts are part of a divine design intended to reflect God’s character and serve
others bringing them into a right relationship with God. By seeking God, studying His Word,
and engaging with the community of faith, you discover how the Holy Spirit uniquely equips
you.

In 1 Peter 4:10, we read, “As good stewards of the manifold grace of God, each of you
should use whatever gift he has received to serve one another.” Encourage those around
you, nurture your gift, and remember that these abilities are given so you may glorify the
Creator who has revealed Himself powerfully throughout history-and who still transforms
lives today.

Above all, celebrating your spiritual gifts is part of an ongoing journey of faith. They are tools
to deepen relationships, meet real needs, and direct attention to God, the ultimate source
of all grace and truth.


https://biblehub.com/1_peter/4-10.htm

