
EQUIP CLASS: HEARING AND STEWARDING THE WORD OF THE LORD  

A Practical Guide to Prophecy, Words of Knowledge, and Discernment 

 

PART 1: WHAT IS PROPHECY AND WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE? 

Prophecy is speaking forth by divine inspiration — declaring what God is saying. It is the gift 
of communicating and applying revealed truth for the purpose of edification, 
encouragement, guidance, and correction. Prophecy is divinely empowered and can 
include forthtelling (declaring God’s mind) or foretelling (predicting future events). 

Forthtelling: 
• Asserting the mind of God by speaking truth 
• Purpose: Edification, exhortation, comfort 
• Inspired communication that strengthens and encourages others 
• Can involve revealing spiritual principles, God’s perspective on a situation, or 

encouragement 

Example: “God is reminding you that He sees your faithfulness and perseverance.” 

1 Corinthians 14:3 AMP – “But the one who prophesies speaks to people for edification [to 
promote spiritual growth], exhortation [to encourage and uplift], and consolation [to 
comfort].” 

Foretelling: 
• Predictive in nature 
• Reveals events that will happen in the future 
• Can provide warnings, guidance, or confirmation of God’s plan 

Example: “I sense God is opening a new door in your ministry or career next season.” 

Acts 11:28 AMP – “And one of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the 
Spirit that there would certainly be a great famine all over the world…” 

Key Characteristics of Prophecy: 
1. Must line up with Scripture; anything contrary should be rejected. 
2. Should reflect God’s love, even when delivering correction. 
3. Edifies and strengthens the Church, promoting spiritual growth. 
4. May include correction or guidance, but delivered with care, humility, and 

sensitivity. 



5. All prophecy is partial – we only know in part (1 Corinthians 13:9 AMP: “For our 
knowledge is fragmentary and incomplete, and our prophecy is fragmentary and 
incomplete.”). 
 

Practical Observations: 
• Prophecy is often experiential: visual, auditory, or intuitive. 
• May involve impressions, inner knowing, or physical sensations. 
• Prophecy always points toward God’s truth and aligns with His Word. 

 

 

PART 2: WHAT IS A WORD OF KNOWLEDGE AND WHAT DOES THIS 
LOOK LIKE? 

A Word of Knowledge is supernatural insight from the Holy Spirit regarding a person’s 
circumstances, past or present, often hidden from normal human observation. It provides 
clarity, encouragement, confirmation, or sometimes warning. 

Purpose of Words of Knowledge: 
• Reveal hidden issues (spiritual, emotional, physical) 
• Provide encouragement about decisions made or contemplated 
• Warn or caution about actions being considered 
• Build faith, confidence, and trust in God’s leading 

1 Corinthians 12:8 AMP – “To one is given through the [Holy] Spirit the power to speak the 
message of wisdom, and to another the power to express the word of knowledge and 
understanding according to the same Spirit.” 

Ways Words of Knowledge Are Received: 
1. See: Pictures, visions, dreams, mental images 
2. Read: Words superimposed over a person or situation 
3. Hear: Audibly or in the mind’s ear 
4. Know: Inner certainty or confidence, sometimes physical prompting (tingling, heat, 

heaviness) 
5. Feel: Bodily sensations, unusual pain, or shifts indicating spiritual insight 
6. Speak Spontaneously: Words flow without prior thought or intention 

Developing Sensitivity to Words of Knowledge: 
• Ask the Holy Spirit for insights and clarification. 
• Wait expectantly, noticing impressions, sounds, colors, and sensations. 
• Step out in faith to confirm what you sense. 



• Develop a personal flow or rhythm with God – a spiritual love language that 
enhances communication. 

Hebrews 5:14 AMP – “But solid food is for the [spiritually] mature, whose senses are trained 
by practice to distinguish between what is morally good and what is evil.” 

- Constant practice and attention sharpen spiritual perception.  

- Each person’s experience with Holy Spirit is unique.  

- A Word of Knowledge is always to be handled with care and discernment. 

 

PART 3: STEWARDING A WORD FROM THE LORD TO GIVE TO 
SOMEONE 

Receiving a prophetic word or Word of Knowledge comes with responsibility. Proper 
stewardship ensures the word will build up the recipient. 

Steps to Steward a Word for Others: 
1. Pause and Pray 

o Ask God if now is the right time to speak 
o Confirm whether the word is for immediate sharing or private prayer 

 
2. Test the Word 

o Does it align with Scripture? 
o Does it reflect God’s character? 
o Does it sound like Him? 
o Confirm it will edify and encourage, even if it’s a word of correction 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:20-21 AMP – “Do not scorn or reject gifts of prophecy… But test 
all things carefully. Hold firmly to that which is good.” 
 

3. Discern Timing and Context 
o Is this word for immediate application, in the future, or private intercession? 

• Proverbs 25:11 AMP – “Like apples of gold in settings of silver is a word spoken at 
the right time.” 
 

4. Consider Your Relationship and Authority 
o Is this for public encouragement vs. private correction 
o Sensitive or heavy words may need leadership guidance first 

 
 



5. Release Only What Was Given 
o Avoid adding personal interpretation 
o Distinguish revelation from personal insight 

 
6. Deliver With Humility 

o Use phrases such as: 
▪ “I sense the Lord is showing…” 
▪ “I feel God may be speaking…” 
▪ “Does this resonate with you?” 

 
7. Be Willing to Wait or Hold 

o Sometimes words are meant for private reflection and prayer, not immediate 
action. 

o Luke 2:19 AMP – “But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her 
heart.” 

Stewardship Flow: Receive → Pray → Test → Discern → Decide → Deliver → Follow-Up 

 

PART 4: STEWARDING A WORD RECEIVED 

Receiving a prophetic word requires careful discernment to let it produce growth and 
fulfillment. 

Steps to Steward a Word Received: 
1. Listen Carefully 

o Receive the word without immediate judgment or emotional reaction 
o Avoid impulsive responses 
o James 1:19 AMP – “Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, and 

slow to anger.” 
 

2. Test the Word 
o Check alignment with Scripture 
o Ensure the word is loving and edifying 
o Confirm with the Holy Spirit 

 
3. Pray and Discern 

o Meditate on the word privately 
o Ask God for clarity, purpose, and timing 
o Determine whether it is for now, future, or intercession 

 



4. Seek Wise Counsel 
o Discuss unclear or heavy words with a mature believer or leader 
o Proverbs 11:14 AMP – “Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in the 

abundance of counselors there is safety.” 
 

5. Respond Appropriately 
o Avoid reacting out of fear or misunderstanding 
o Record the word to listen back and process 
o Write it down 
o Pray and wait on the Lord 
o Don’t make any sudden decisions based on that word 
o It should line up with what is already stirring in your heart (confirming) 
o If it’s a new word then put it on the shelf and wait for the Lord to bring it back 

and confirm 
o If it’s truly from the Lord then He will bring it back 

 
6. Do Not Compare 

o God’s words are personal; avoid comparing with others’ experiences 
 

7. Release Control 
o Allow God to fulfill the word in His timing. 
o Avoid forcing or manipulating the outcome. 

Receiving Flow: Listen → Test → Pray/Discern → Counsel → Respond → Do Not Compare → 
Release 

 1 Corinthians 14:3 AMP – “But one who prophesies edifies, encourages, and comforts.” 

 

PART 5: SUMMARY AND KEY TAKEAWAYS 
• Prophecy: Forthtelling and foretelling for edification, encouragement, and 

guidance. 
• Word of Knowledge: Supernaturally revealed insight about past or present 

circumstances. 
• Stewardship: Both giving and receiving require prayer, discernment, testing, 

alignment with Scripture, humility, and love. 
• Growth: Practice, reflection, accountability, and sensitivity to the Spirit are 

essential for maturity. 
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